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Goals

We improve 
health status for 
all New Mexicans

We ensure safety in New 
Mexico healthcare environments 

We support each other by 
promoting an environment of 
mutual respect, trust, open 
communication, and needed 
resources for staff to serve 
New Mexicans and to grow and 
reach their professional goals

We expand equitable 
access to services 
for all New Mexicans

To ensure health equity, we work with our partners to promote 
health and well-being, and improve health outcomes for all people 
in New Mexico.

NM DOH Mission
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New Department of Health 
Secretary:

Patrick M. Allen 

https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2022/12/30/governor-appoints-patrick-m-allen-as-department-of-health-cabinet-secretary/ 

https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2022/12/30/governor-appoints-patrick-m-allen-as-department-of-health-cabinet-secretary/
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COVID-19 Overview
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data through 12/17/22

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties

data through 1/20/23

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties
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Community Transmission - CDC
the map for healthcare facilities

12/17/22

1/20/23



1190 S. St. Francis Drive • Santa Fe, NM 87505 • Phone: 505-827-2613 • Fax: 505-827-2530 • nmhealth.org

COVID 
Variants

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions

CDC NowCast

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions

COVID FAMILY TREE

● convergent mutations (XBB.1.5 has similar spike protein changes as BQ.1.1)
● 44% of circulating lineages are BA.4/BA.5-related, the spike component included in bivalent vaccine

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions


https://nextstrain.org/ncov/open/global/6m

https://nextstrain.org/ncov/open/global/6m
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 Variant Summary
 

● XBB.1.5 (kraken) is the main variant that is increasing in proportion
○ doubling time is 16 days
○ growing in proportion in all HHS regions

● XBB.1.5 may be more transmissable but no evidence that it causes 
more severe disease 

● CH.1.1 (orthrus) is a new variant getting attention
○ a BA.2.75 sub-variant
○ may be more immune evasive than XBB.1.5

https://cov-lineages.org/lineage_list.html

https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2023/what-you-need-to-know-about-xbb15-the-latest-omicron-variant

https://cov-lineages.org/lineage_list.html
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2023/what-you-need-to-know-about-xbb15-the-latest-omicron-variant


1190 S. St. Francis Drive • Santa Fe, NM 87505 • Phone: 505-827-2613 • Fax: 505-827-2530 • nmhealth.org

https://www.covidactnow.org/?s=21051026

COVID  in NM - 
CASES

updated 1/27/22

case counts do 
not include 
at-home positive 
tests

https://www.covidactnow.org/?s=21051026
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https://www.covidactnow.org/?s=21051026

COVID in NM - 
“R effective”

updated 1/27/23

https://www.covidactnow.org/?s=21051026
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New Hospital Admissions  - Modeling

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/forecasting/hospitalizations-forecasts.html
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https://covid.cdc.gov/COVID-data-tracker/#trends_weeklydeaths_select_00

National Deaths 
from COVID

https://covid.cdc.gov/COVID-data-tracker/#trends_weeklydeaths_select_00


1190 S. St. Francis Drive • Santa Fe, NM 87505 • Phone: 505-827-2613 • Fax: 505-827-2530 • nmhealth.org

New Mexico 
Deaths from 
COVID
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Covid Changes
● Federal Public Health Emergency - ends May 11, 2023

● Medicaid extension (continuous enrollment provision) ending March 31, 2023: 10 Things to Know 
About the Unwinding of the Medicaid Continuous Enrollment Provision | KFF

● Legislators extended telehealth flexibilities for another two years.

● Commercialization of vaccine and treatments 

https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/10-things-to-know-about-the-unwinding-of-the-medicaid-continuous-enrollment-provision/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/10-things-to-know-about-the-unwinding-of-the-medicaid-continuous-enrollment-provision/
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 COVID Testing
CDC launches new website to help people find COVID testing: https://testinglocator.cdc.gov/

CDC is updating testing guidance to place more emphasis on diagnostic testing (symptoms 
and exposures) and de-emphasising screening testing (coming soon)

People can continue to test positive on rapid antigen tests longer than they are infectious

FDA continues to monitor test performance with new variants
Updates are published on the website:  SARS-CoV-2 Viral Mutations: Impact on COVID-19 Tests | FDA

https://testinglocator.cdc.gov/
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/sars-cov-2-viral-mutations-impact-covid-19-tests#omicronvariantimpact
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Covid Therapeutics
• Paxlovid (oral) remains effective at preventing hospitalization and death in people at high 

risk. 
❖ rebound - usually mild and self limited
❖ second and longer treatment courses are being studied 
❖ concerns about rebound should not prevent people from taking/prescribing paxlovid

• Molnupiravir (oral) remains a second line option for COVID treatment

• Remdesivir (IV) remains effective against current variants but is difficult to find as outpatient 
treatment.

• NIH Treatment Guidelines: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Treatment Guidelines
 

https://files.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/guidelines/covid19treatmentguidelines.pdf
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 Living with COVID-19
Moving Forward 

● We have immunity:  

• Immunizations continue to protect against the most serious consequences of COVID-19

• 90% of people have antibodies from vaccination, infection, or both (but recency of vaccination 
and infection has an effect on protection)

● We have masks:  Masks continue to be a key tool against COVID-19

● We have treatments:  Paxlovid continues to be effective in preventing hospitalization and death in 
high risk patients
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Vaccine Updates
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New Mexico 
COVID Vaccine 
Metrics
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COVID Vaccines by Race/Ethnicity

updated 1/18/23

Race/Ethnicity Group Percent of Eligible Population  
of Bivalent boosted

American Indian or Alaska Native 25.6%

Asian or Pacific Islander 28.1%

Black or African American 25.4%

Hispanic or Latino 22.1%

White 33.4%



1190 S. St. Francis Drive • Santa Fe, NM 87505 • Phone: 505-827-2613 • Fax: 505-827-2530 • nmhealth.org



1190 S. St. Francis Drive • Santa Fe, NM 87505 • Phone: 505-827-2613 • Fax: 505-827-2530 • nmhealth.org

CDC COVID Data Tracker: COVID-NET Hospitalizations by Vaccination Status

COVID Hospitalizations by Vaccination Status

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#covidnet-hospitalizations-vaccination
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 COVID Vaccines
● FDA VRBPAC meeting January 26, 2023 
● ACIP meeting February 22 - 24, 2023
● J&J will not be available in the US after February 2023
● No additional shelf life extensions are anticipated for monovalent vaccines (but many granted 

extensions in December)
● A new Novavax presentation SDV and/or 5 dose vials is expected later in the year
● Commercialization:  VFC (Vaccines for Children) will cover COVID vaccine
● What’s next?

• lots of work being done on nasal (mucousal vaccines)
• combined flu/covid vaccines
• more durable immunity
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 Vaccine Effectiveness
● There’s more to it than the neutralizing antibodies

● On January 25th, CDC published a new MMWR on bivalent mRNA booster dose vaccine effectiveness in preventing symptomatic 
COVID: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7205e1.htm?s_cid=mm7205e1_w

● Looking at BA.2 sublineages, including XBB and XBB.1.5 (new sub variants), during December 2022–January 2023, the results showed 
that a bivalent mRNA booster dose provided additional protection against symptomatic XBB/XBB.1.5 infection for at least the first 3 
months after vaccination in persons who had previously received 2–4 monovalent vaccine doses.

● Moderna Study:  receiving a bivalent Moderna booster vs. monovalent booster results in higher neutralizing antibodies to Omicron 
BA.4/5, as well as emerging variants (ie. XBB.1), with a safety profile similar to monovalent primary series. Moderna has an ongoing 
study of BA.1 bivalent COVID-19 vaccines as the primary series, which met immunogenicity endpoints and was well tolerated in 
children

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7205e1.htm?s_cid=mm7205e1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7205e1.htm?s_cid=mm7205e1_w


1190 S. St. Francis Drive • Santa Fe, NM 87505 • Phone: 505-827-2613 • Fax: 505-827-2530 • nmhealth.org

 VRBAC Meeting
FDA VRBPAC meeting January 26, 2023 

• Recommendation: Overall, the totality of evidence supports the use of the same vaccine strain composition for primary and 
booster COVID-19 vaccinations.  The Committee recommended harmonizing the vaccine strain composition of primary series 
and booster doses used in the U.S. to a single composition (bivalent)

• Safety Signal (Pfizer bivalent)-  the FDA review of data pulling from Medicaid, VA, VAERS, etc. databases did not identify a 
safety signal for increased risk of ischemic stroke, similar to other international data sets.  The FDA analysis did, however, identify a 
safety signal for increased risk myocarditis and pericarditis for the 18-35 years age group who received the Pfizer bivalent booster.

• Immunization Schedule - he Committee also considered a simplified immunization schedule for future periodic COVID-19 
vaccination campaigns, which could include a 2 dose series for children and immunocompromised adults, and 1 dose for all 
other older children and adults. 

• Strain Selection - Since variant-proof vaccines do not yet exist, current Spike-based vaccines may need periodic updating to 
maintain effectiveness as COVID-19 continues to evolve. VRBPAC will continue this discussion, specifically on the strain 
selection process in June 2023. Pfizer needs 100 days from strain selection to market.

Waiting for ACIP to weigh in before changes can be implemented
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Influenza Updates
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Influenza like Illness (ILI) - 2022 - 2023 Influenza season

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm
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https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/isp/data through 1/21/23

https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ideb/isp/
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/preliminary-in-season-estimates.htm#:~:text=During%20the%2020
21%2D2022%20influenza,10%2C000%20hospitalizations%2C%20and%205%2C000%20deaths.

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/preliminary-in-season-estimates.htm#:~:text=During%20the%202021%2D2022%20influenza,10%2C000%20hospitalizations%2C%20and%205%2C000%20deaths
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/preliminary-in-season-estimates.htm#:~:text=During%20the%202021%2D2022%20influenza,10%2C000%20hospitalizations%2C%20and%205%2C000%20deaths
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MPOX Updates
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https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/mpx-trends.html

US MPOX Trends

U.S. Cases: 30,061
U.S. Deaths: 23

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/mpx-trends.html
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MPOX Cases in NM

56 MPOX Cases in NM
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https://www.nmhealth.org/about/phd/idb/mpv/

https://www.nmhealth.org/about/phd/idb/mpv/
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Resources



1190 S. St. Francis Drive • Santa Fe, NM 87505 • Phone: 505-827-2613 • Fax: 505-827-2530 • nmhealth.org

https://lotexpiry.cvdvaccine.com/https://modernacovid19global.com/en-US/vial-lookup

https://lotexpiry.cvdvaccine.com/
https://modernacovid19global.com/en-US/vial-lookup
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COVID Vaccine Expiry Lookup Tools
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NMDOH - Coronavirus Updates | Coronavirus Updates in New Mexico (nmhealth.org)

https://cv.nmhealth.org/
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https://www.tricore.org/insights-innovation/infectious-disease-information-center/

https://www.tricore.org/insights-innovation/infectious-disease-information-center/


Immunization Office Hours (weekly 
Thursdays @ 4pm) with Edward Wake

Join on your computer or mobile app

Click here to join the meeting

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2VkOGIwNGUtM2ExZS00ZTUzLTg1OTQtMDllMjdlNmY0ZmU4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2204aa6bf4-d436-426f-bfa4-04b7a70e60ff%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22eea5416f-fa9c-453d-82b5-c30049a6942d%22%7d


Isolation and Quarantine Calculator:
What to do if I get COVID?

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html
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Stay Up to Date with COVID-19 Vaccines Including Boosters | CDC

CDC BOOSTER TOOL - updated

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fbooster-shot.html


THANK YOU!


