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Goals

We improve 
health status for 
all New Mexicans

We ensure safety in New 
Mexico healthcare environments 

We support each other by 
promoting an environment of 
mutual respect, trust, open 
communication, and needed 
resources for staff to serve 
New Mexicans and to grow and 
reach their professional goals

We expand equitable 
access to services 
for all New Mexicans

To ensure health equity, we work with our partners to promote 
health and well-being, and improve health outcomes for all people 
in New Mexico.

NM DOH Mission
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COVID-19 Overview
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data through 1/20/23

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties

data through 2/26/23

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties
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Community Transmission - CDC
the map for healthcare facilities

1/20/23

2/26/23
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COVID 
Variants

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions

CDC NowCast

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
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● XBB.1.5 emerged rapidly in NYC during November–December 2022 
● Preliminary findings from NYC do not suggest more severe disease among patients infected with XBB.1.5 

compared with patients infected with BQ.1

Notes from the Field: Epidemiologic Characteristics of SARS-CoV-2 Recombinant Variant XBB.1.5 — New York City, November 1, 2022–January 4, 2023 | MMWR (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7208a4.htm?s_cid=mm7208a4_x
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https://www.covidactnow.org/?s=21051026

COVID  in NM - 
CASES

updated 2/26/23

case counts do 
not include 
at-home positive 
tests

https://www.covidactnow.org/?s=21051026
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https://www.covidactnow.org/?s=21051026

COVID in NM - 
“R effective”

updated 2/26/23

https://www.covidactnow.org/?s=21051026
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https://covid.cdc.gov/COVID-data-tracker/#trends_weeklydeaths_select_00

National Deaths 
from COVID

https://covid.cdc.gov/COVID-data-tracker/#trends_weeklydeaths_select_00
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Ending the Public Health Emergency
The “Public Health Emergency” is a group of declarations which allowed many flexibilities. 

What ending the emergency actually means (substack.com)

FDA Immunization EUAs

Stafford Act (FEMA) support to states ending May 11

Public Health 
Emergency

Medicaid Expansion (recently uncoupled 
from the PHE) - ending March 31

ending May 11

National Emergency ending May 11

PrEP Act

State Declarations 

https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/what-ending-the-emergency-actually
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Ending the Public Health Emergency
Understanding Some of the Changes:

1. Antigen tests - already commercialized - the PHE requires health insurers to reimburse for up to eight antigen tests, per 
person, per month. After May, insurers will be able to choose whether to reimburse for those tests or not.

2. Vaccines - Vaccines will be free until the “stockpile” is used up or the recommendations change. After that, the vaccine 
will be covered by insurance.  The Affordable Care Act (and Inflation Reduction Act)  requires insurance to cover vaccines 
recommended by ACIP.  

3. Paxlovid - Same for Paxlovid - it will be free until the stockpile is used up and then will be privatized. The price will be 
determined by Pfizer, and the price that individuals pay at the pharmacy will depend on health insurance.

4. Data - look for changes to national surveillance data.  CDC cannot compel labs to report negative data so “test positivity” 
will likely stop being reported.  But surveillance from CDC wastewater projects and genomic sequencing will continue. 
Reporting cadence for hospitalizations will likely slow.  

What ending the emergency actually means (substack.com)

https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/what-ending-the-emergency-actually
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 COVID Testing
● NIH has site for reporting home covid tests:  Make My Test Count

https://makemytestcount.org
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 COVID Testing
● CDC launches new website to help people find COVID testing: Testing Location | CDC.gov

https://testinglocator.cdc.gov/
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 MASKING

Physical interventions to interrupt or reduce the spread of respiratory viruses - Jefferson, T - 2023 | Cochrane Library

https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD006207.pub6/full
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 Paxlovid Prescribing
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Vaccine Updates
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New Mexico 
COVID Vaccine 
Metrics

https://covidactnow.org/us/new_mexico-nm/?s=45483298

https://covidactnow.org/us/new_mexico-nm/?s=45483298
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New Mexico COVID Vaccine Administration

https://vaccinenm.org/public-dashboard.html

https://vaccinenm.org/public-dashboard.html
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 COVID Vaccine News

● J&J has been retired

● All Moderna adult (12+) and pediatric (6-11) monovalent COVID-19 vaccines will expire in early April and ordering will end 
March 13. 

● Moderna is not seeking a shelf-life extension for these vaccines.

● Moderna bivalent vaccines for all age groups will remain available.

● Administration sites should be mindful of patients starting their primary series with Moderna adult (12+) or pediatric (6-11) 
monovalent vaccines. If people aren’t able to complete their primary series with Moderna, a different COVID-19 vaccine may 
be administered to complete the primary series at a minimum interval of 28 days from the last COVID-19 vaccine dose.

● Pfizer (12+ and 5-11) and Novavax (12+) monovalent vaccines remain available for ordering for primary series vaccination. 
There is ample supply of both products, and providers can order additional supply.  
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 ACIP Meeting (Feb 22- 24)
1. Focus on Vaccine Safety  -  lots of reassuring data presented
2. Clarifying Vaccine Program Goals - “Prevention of severe disease”
3. Hospitalizations - still lots of hospitalizations due to COVID
4. Discussion of Vaccine Effectiveness and Cadence
5. Considerations for a Bivalent Primary Series

• Simplify the schedule
• Reduce administration errors
• Allow continued access to primary series for unvaccinated populations. 
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 ACIP Meeting
1. Focus on Vaccine Safety  -  lots of data presented on myocarditis and risk of stroke

Rare reports of myocarditis after mRNA COVID-19 vaccines (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2023-02/slides-02-24/COVID-09-Wallace-508.pdf
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 ACIP Meeting
2.  Clarifying Vaccine Program Goals - “Prevention of severe disease”

https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/long-covid-what-do-latest-data-show/

https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/long-covid-what-do-latest-data-show/
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 ACIP Meeting
3. Hospitalizations - still lots of hospitalizations “for” COVID for youngest and older age groups
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 ACIP Meeting
4.  Vaccine Cadence and Effectiveness

COVID-19 Vaccine Effectiveness: VE wanes after several months post vaccination for both monovalent and 
bivalent products, especially for older adults. 

Bivalent booster protection against emergency department/urgent care encounters and hospitalizations in adults: 
For those who have not received a bivalent dose, there is limited remaining protection against ED/UC visits and 
hospitalization. VE is only 17% for older adults who have received just their primary series (median time since last 
dose = 352 days).
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 ACIP Meeting
4.  Vaccine Cadence and Effectiveness

ACIP decided there was “insufficient evidence” to suggest older adults need another bivalent dose at 

this time.

This could change in the future based on:
• Hospitalization rates among those who got the bivalent start to increase
• Other signals of waning vaccine effectiveness of bivalent vaccine
• SARS-CoV-2 significantly mutates

https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/long-covid-what-do-latest-data-show/

https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/long-covid-what-do-latest-data-show/
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 ACIP Meeting
5.  Considerations for a Bivalent Primary Series
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 COVID Vaccines
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 VRBAC Meeting
FDA VRBPAC meeting January 26, 2023 

• Recommendation: Overall, the totality of evidence supports the use of the same vaccine strain composition for primary and 
booster COVID-19 vaccinations.  The Committee recommended harmonizing the vaccine strain composition of primary series 
and booster doses used in the U.S. to a single composition (bivalent)

• Safety Signal (Pfizer bivalent)-  the FDA review of data pulling from Medicaid, VA, VAERS, etc. databases did not identify a 
safety signal for increased risk of ischemic stroke, similar to other international data sets.  The FDA analysis did, however, identify a 
safety signal for increased risk myocarditis and pericarditis for the 18-35 years age group who received the Pfizer bivalent booster.

• Immunization Schedule - he Committee also considered a simplified immunization schedule for future periodic COVID-19 
vaccination campaigns, which could include a 2 dose series for children and immunocompromised adults, and 1 dose for all 
other older children and adults. 

• Strain Selection - Since variant-proof vaccines do not yet exist, current Spike-based vaccines may need periodic updating to 
maintain effectiveness as COVID-19 continues to evolve. VRBPAC will continue this discussion, specifically on the strain 
selection process in June 2023. Pfizer needs 100 days from strain selection to market.

Waiting for ACIP to weigh in before changes can be implemented



 MMWR - Feb 10

COVID-19 Incidence and Mortality Among Unvaccinated and Vaccinated Persons Aged ≥12 Years by Receipt of Bivalent Booster Doses and Time Since 
Vaccination — 24 U.S. Jurisdictions, October 3, 2021–December 24, 2022 | MMWR (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7206a3.htm?s_cid=mm7206a3_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7206a3.htm?s_cid=mm7206a3_w


 COVID 
Vaccine 
Schedule

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinica
l-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html


 COVID 
Vaccine 
Schedule

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinica
l-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
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Influenza Updates
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Influenza like Illness (ILI) - 2022 - 2023 Influenza season

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm#NCHSMortality

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm#NCHSMortality
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm#NCHSMortality

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm#NCHSMortality
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data through 2/18/23 https://www.nmhealth.org/data/view/infectious/2754/
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MPOX Updates
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https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/mpx-trends.html

US MPOX Trends

Worldwide cases: 85,922
U.S. Cases: 30,193
U.S. Deaths: 32

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/mpx-trends.html
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Mpox virus detection in wastewater in the past 4 weeks

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/cases-data/wastewater-surveillance.html

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/cases-data/wastewater-surveillance.html
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Resources
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https://lotexpiry.cvdvaccine.com/https://modernacovid19global.com/en-US/vial-lookup

https://lotexpiry.cvdvaccine.com/
https://modernacovid19global.com/en-US/vial-lookup
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COVID Vaccine Expiry Lookup Tools
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NMDOH - Coronavirus Updates | Coronavirus Updates in New Mexico (nmhealth.org)

https://cv.nmhealth.org/
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https://www.tricore.org/insights-innovation/infectious-disease-information-center/

https://www.tricore.org/insights-innovation/infectious-disease-information-center/


Immunization Office Hours (weekly 
Thursdays @ 4pm) with Edward Wake

Join on your computer or mobile app

Click here to join the meeting

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2VkOGIwNGUtM2ExZS00ZTUzLTg1OTQtMDllMjdlNmY0ZmU4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2204aa6bf4-d436-426f-bfa4-04b7a70e60ff%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22eea5416f-fa9c-453d-82b5-c30049a6942d%22%7d


Isolation and Quarantine Calculator:
What to do if I get COVID?

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html
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Stay Up to Date with COVID-19 Vaccines Including Boosters | CDC

CDC BOOSTER TOOL - updated

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fbooster-shot.html


THANK YOU!


